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'' Stand
In Awe''
··Wherefore,
recezvzng a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby
we may offer service well pleasing to God with
reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28 ASV).

The right side of the doorpost to many
Jewish homes bears a little case with the
word shaddai, "Almighty," inscribed there
upon. The case houses two paragraphs from
Deuteronomy: Deut. 6:4-9 and Deut. 11:
13-21. Such serves to remind the occupants
and guests of the house of their responsibility to love and obey God as well as teach
their children to do the same. The Jews have
a reverence (though not according to knowledge-cf. Romans 10:1-3) for God. It is said
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that the name translated Jehovah is so sacred
to the Jew that they refer to God as "the one
whose name cannot be pronounced.''
It is the responsibility of all men today to
possess and manifest a reverence for the
Almighty. In the words of the Psalmist,
•'God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of
the saints, and to be held in reverence of all
them that are about Him'' (Psalms 89:7).
Three times the word awe can be found in
the book of Psalms. A casual scrutiny of these
verses will provide three reasons why man
should revere God. There is the: (1) Compassion of God (Psalms 4:4); (2) Creative power of
God (Psalms 33:8); and (3) Communication,
the word of God (Psalms 119:161).
Webster defines reverence as '' a feeling or
attitude of deep respect, love, and awe ... ''
Such should flow from the heart of every man
toward the august Almighty. •'This is the end
of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God,
and keep his commands; for this is the whole
duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13 ASV).
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home, and a new car.''

From The Editor ..
It was one of those spur-of-the-moment
decisions. A toll-free number would bring
information concerning a good-luck package
from one of the high-powered radio "evangelists'' who dominate the night airwaves.
I wanted to get hold of some of this material
and see exactly what these characters teach
and how they go about it. Well, two days ago
the material arrived. In fact, two pieces of
mail arrived from his association the same day.
One envelope contained two pieces of red
string (knitting thread) each about five inches
long. The literature said there was also some
'"Bible mustard seed" but I was never able
to locate it.
What do you do with the red string and
mustard seed? This is where it gets interesting.
I was instructed to tie a knot in one of the
red strings (to bind and stop the Devil) and
keep it on my person until I receive the
"powerful good-luck package"
and the
"blessed good-luck coin" of which he has
only a "limited supply." The mustard seed
is to be sprinkled in all four corners of my
room.
What about the other red string? Make a
guess. It is to be returned by "today, but not
later than 4:39 P.M. tomorrow with a faith
donation" of $20, $30, or $40 but the $30
amount was already circled for me.
Once the "good-luck package" and the
"good-luck coin" arrive they will bring me,
among other things, "extra money, a new

Many swallow the bait and send the
money ... and continue to send money to keep
the "good luck" coming. Oh deceived people!
Reminds you of the people of Samaria who
were deceived by Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8).
What's his name? I'll give you a hint, it
begins with ... that's right, "Reverend!"
-JMS

Humility
A paradox is a statement that is seemingly
self contradictory but is in fact, true. The
Bible is full of such statements. The most
striking of these are those statements which
deal with humility. Listen to our Lord in Mark
20:26,27 '•... whoever desires to become great
among you let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be
your slave. ''
The world has no context from which to
understand this statement-no way of realizing
what the Lord was saying. To most of the
world, life is a "get or be gotten" proposition-' 'whoever desires to be great among
you, let him be your master'', this is what the
world says. All of us get this message from
watching T. V., reading the news or just
listening to the talk of those around us.
But what the Lord said is true! The meek are
blessed, the humble shall be exalted, and the
oppressed shall be relieved. Humility, you see,
is like trying to look at the stars from under
a porch light. It cannot be done until you cut
your light off in order for the true light's glory
to reach you.
Sid Millson
Shreveport, LA

SEPTEMBER 1985

PAGE4

EXPERIENCES OF A PERSONAL
EVANGELIST
The prospect was married to a lovely Christian lady. They were the parents at that time
of two small children. She was faithful, and he
attended with her from time to time. He was
just beginning his career with a national
retail company. He was semi-religious, and
convinced in his own mind that he was perfectly safe.
His wife asked the preacher to visit with
them, and so the time was set. When I arrived,
they were just finishing their evening meal.
When the meal was finished we gathered in
the tiny livingroom, and I sat just across a
small coffee table from Bill. We visited for a
short time, and then I asked Bill if he would
study the Bible with me. Very sincerely, he
responded with the question, "Brother Davis,
do you think I'm lost?" I was young, had not
been preaching very long and had very limited
personal work experience. So, I just blurted
out, ''Bill, if I didn't think you were lost I would
not want to study with you."
Returned white! I swallowed hard! What
was going to happen now? Had I offended
him? Had I said what should not have been
said? Would he kick me out of his house? All
of these, and perhaps other questions raced
through my mind, but I could onl:• wait for his
response. It finally came. "All right, I'll study
with you," came out in almost a whisper.
We studied, and Bill became a Christian.
Today he is the father of two or three more
children, he is assistant manager in one of the
largest stores in his home town, and he serves
the church where he worships as an elder.
What did I learn from this experience?
(1) Fear of personal work can be overcome.

(3) The truth is a very effective tool in dealing with people.
(4) Those who think they are saved can be
taught that they are not, and what it does take
for one to be a Christian.
(5) God does help us when we depend upon
Him.
Another very important lesson I learned is
to be patient and wait for that response. Don't
jump to conclusions as to what the other.
fellow is thinking. Let him tell you.
Charles W. Davis
Rapid City, SD

MARRIAGE 1700 YEARS AGO
Beautiful the marriage of Christians, two
who are one in hope, one in desire, one in the
way of life they follow, one in the religion
they practice.
They are both servants of the same Master.
Nothing divides them, either in flesh or in
spirit.
They are two in one flesh, and where there
is one flesh there is also one spirit.
They pray together, they worship together;
instructing one another, strengthening one
another.
Side by side they visit God's church; side by
side they face difficulties and persecution,
share their consolations.
They have no secrets from one another;
they never bring sorrow to each other's hearts.
Unembarrassed they visit the sick and assist
the needy. They give alms without anxiety.
Psalms and hymns they sing. Hearing and
seeing this, Christ rejoices. To such as these
He gives His peace.
Where there are two together, there also He
is present; and where He is, there evil is not.

(2) Honesty is always the best policy. Subterfuge will sooner or later catch up with you.
BULLIOTIN

DIGDIT

e~

-Tertullian
Third Century A.O.
via Centerville, TN
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IFI COULD
CHANGE

MINIMAX
MUSINGS

ONETHING
. ..

Someone has said, "That man goes farthest
who does not know where he is going."
That may be true, but such a traveler also
encounters some rough terrain. A detour is
the roughest distance between two points.
Gossip never runs backwards. Once started
it is five-speed forward and no reverse.
Some Christians say they are going to do all
the Lord wants them to do "one of these
days.'' The only trouhle with such a philosophy
is that "one of these days" means "none of
these days.''
An old college professor used to say, '' Serve
God and do as you please." Sound contradictory? Not when you realize that one who serves
God will seek to please the Lord.
It is amazing how many people feel bad
when they feel good, for fear they will feel
worse when they feel better.
The person who says "I drink a little now
and then" is usually drinking more "now"
than he did ''then.''

If you could change one thing about yourself,
what would it be? How many of you answered,
"nothing?" If that is the case, then you are
at peace with self and obviously growing and
developing as a Christian. If when you asked
yourself that question you could think of one,
or several things you would change the question I would then ask is, ''Why am I not seeking to make those changes now?"
One of the things that strikes me about Paul
was that he was satisfied with his life. He was
obviously doing his best at living the Christian
life. Even when he was persecuting Christians,
he was doing it because he thought it was
right. ''Even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. And yet I was shown mercy, because I
acted ignorantly in unbelief· (I Timothy 1: 13).
He did not dwell on his past. •'But one thing
I do; forgetting what lies behind ... '' (Philippians 3:13).
If there are changes that need to be made in
our lives, let's make them now. To effect
change in our lives, we need to:
1. Identify the change that needs to be
made.
2. Resolve to change in that particular area.
3. Seek God's help in that direction.

What we do to ourselves dies with us; what
we do for others remains and becomes immortal.

4. Start developing that behavior, attitude,
or action to make the change complete.

Times may be bad, but they could be worse.
'· I had no shoes and complained until I found
a man who had no feet." Remember, half of
the world goes to bed hungry every night.

We only have a short time on earth at best.
How can we possibly live life as a Christian
if we are not living up to the potential God has
given each ofus?

Paul Southern
Allen Part, MI

Steve Boyd
Cincinnati, OH
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has to kill a chicken.'' If we desire pure and
undefiled religion, we've got to "kill" sirt
where we find it. If we don't have the stomach
for that kind of action, we might as well make
up our minds to the fact that we'll be living
in and with sin for the rest of our lives.

LET'S KILL A CHICKEN
w_ay back years ago, my wife was attempting
to kill a fat fryer so we could have fried chicken
for supper. She grabbed the fryer by the neck
and began spinning him around and around at
arm's length, without twisting his neck at all.
When she threw him on the ground, he lay
there befuddled and groggy for a minute or
so, then hopped up and ran off. Trouble wass~e hadn't_ killed a chicken-she
had only
disturbed him for a short while. I recall another
incident in which a city girl had always fried
ch!cken until she saw her farmer uncle lay a
chicken on the chopping block and whack his
head off with an ax. Her statement subsequent
to that episode was, "I'll never eat another
piece of chicken as long as I live.''
In dealing with sin, one of the great tragedies in the Lord's Body today is that of brethren (elders, deacons, preachers and members alike) who decide that it is high time to
do something about sin in their lives, or in
the lives of others, but like my wife's "chicken
killing" they start out wrong, continue the
same way, and eventually end up wrong. They
don't crucify the old man of sin and death
they merely shake him up a bit as the;
pussyfoot around issues, soft-soap their way
past clear-cut decisions and whitewash the
blatant wrongs so they'll appear respectable
and acceptable.
Another tragedy is that witnessing the
complete exposition of sin and reacting like
the city girl by refusing to accept the simple
truth, "If you want fried chicken, somebody

Visiting a delinquent member and telling
him in love that he's wrong is neither unkind
or unscriptural. Labeling wrong doing by individuals or "churches" as sin is what God
requires. To do less is to do less than we
should. Brethren, let's quit slinging sin
"round and round." Let's kill it where we
find it.
Bob Howton
via Massillion, OH

OF GNATS AND CAMELS (MT. 23)
It seems that any time someone wants to
introduce error into the Body of Christ or to
berate a faithful allegiance to the Word of God,
they parade under the banner of fighting the
legalistic nature of the Pharisees supposedly
found in the Lord's church. I think it is time we
set the record straight for the poor Pharisees!
Our Lord never condemned the Pharisees for
their attempt to keep the Law of His Father
nor was condemnation heaped upon them for
their dealing with small matters of the Law.
~hrist w_a~at odd~ with the Pharisees for keepmg traditions as 1f they were law, and failure
to keep both small and great articles of Law.
Of course, the keeping of the old Law is a frivoous question for the Christian regardless.
It is amazing that modern day gnat swatters
never reveal the gnats we are supposed to
?e straining at, nor the camels we are gulpmg down. They imply that love somehow sets
aside God's will, yet He states, "if we love
him, we will keep his commandments. '·
(II John 4)
We had better be careful of such teachers!
They may be wolves in sheep's clothing!
Floyd C. Johnson
Shreveport, LA
BULLETIN DIGEST
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I RENTED AT. V. LAST WEEK
!rented a T. V. last week,
Oh, it was wonderful!
I hardly saw the kids at all!
A full week of peace and quiet!
No one following me every step, asking more
questions than I could possibly answer.
Imitating my every movement. .. accompanying
me from room to room .. .interrupting my
every thought ... begging me to read to them
or get out the paints, or make play dough,
or go over their Bible story again.
I rented a T. V. last week.
It was wonderful!
The kids sat in front of it enthralled from
morning til night.
Meals were eaten in front of it. No one dared
talk or discuss anything in fear of missing
the next dialogue. The conversation was
limited to, "Move out of the way!" and
"Be quiet!" and "Do I have to eat now?"
I rented a T. V. last week.
It was wonderful!
I caught up on my soap opera. Funny how little
had changed in two years.
Everyone doing about the same thing they
had been except with a different spouse.
Oh, I didn't mind scheduling the day around
the program.
I rented a T. V. last week.
It was wonderful!
The kids were so good! I hardly knew they
were there. No more playing together or
getting into squabbles, or making up things
to do. No more reading books or wanting
to go outside, or finding new hiding places.
No more playing Barbie dolls, or building
things out of le gos, or re-enacting Bible
stories, or dressing up in old clothes.
I rented a T. V. last week.
I returned it this week.
Funny ... ! feel like I lost a week ...
via Sulphur Springs, TX
SEPTEMBER 1985

WEAREJUST
CHRISTIANS
Enemies of the church of our Lord have
always endeavored to "denominate" us-to
give us a name that would characterize us
as another sect among sects. Tertullus, a
Roman orator employed as a prosecuting
attorney against the apostle Paul by the
Jews, called the church the "sect of the
Nazarenes.'' Paul denied that the church was a
sect (Acts 24:5,14). The Roman Jews referred
to the church as a "sect" also (Acts 28:22).
Misnomers have ever been hurled, but we
refuse all names but the divine name.
Various designations of Christians are in
the New Testament and simply reflect different
aspect of the Christian life. If a Christian is
viewed as a learner of Christ, he is a disciple
(Acts 9:1). If he is viewed as a worker for the
Lord, he is a servant of Christ (Rom. 6:22).
When a Christian is seen in battle against
error, he is a soldier of Christ (II Tim. 2:3).
Christians are often referred to as saints,
which reflect the character of those who are
set apart for God's service (Eph. 6:18). We
are called children when our relationship to
God is considered (Rom. 8:17). With respect to
our relation to each other in Christ, we are
called brethren (Rom. 12:1). And, when we
are viewed in our relationship to Christ, we
are Christians (Acts 11:26; I Pet. 4:16).
Never are Christians pictured by New Testament writers with any designation that would
indicate that we are followers of men, or
creeds, or ordinances, or forms of church
government-we are followers of Christ-just
Christians.
Harold Hazelip
via Livermore, CA
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titles, and fame. Any person who can put all·
of those attributes together in our society
is a success beyond the shadow of a doubt.
For God, though, the idea is ridiculous.
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Have you ever noticed how strange it is to
us the way other societies measure success
in their lives?
Eugene Nida tells in Customs and Cultures
for example, about Indian farmers among th~
Guambiano Indians of Columbia who gain
prestige in the community by going on a
drunken binge which lasts for several weeks.
Being able to do that signifies that one is a
successful farmer. For us Americans, the idea
is ridiculous.
On Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands
the sign of success is for a man to build ~
nice, large house and then provide a lavish
feast for those who helped him build it. So
great is the feast, that it takes at least two
wee~ just to prepare it. One observer said that
he saw 257 different food presentations
during the course of such a feast. Any young
man who can put on that kind of a feed after
building a fine home is looked upon as a real
success (William A. Haviland,
Cultural
Anthropology, pp. 276-277). For us Americans,
though, the idea is ridiculous.
There are numerous groups in Melanesia
w_ho measure success in terms of how many
pigs they can kill. Pig feasts in which 50 or
100 pigs are slaughtered are real status
symb~ls. One account tells of a hog killing
that mvolved 2,000 animals (Ember and
Ember, Cultural Anthropology,
p. 128).
Wouldn't it be an honor to be able to provide
a pig feast involving the death of 2,001 pigs!
If a person could do that, he would perhaps
go down in history as the most successful man
in the history of Melanesia. For us Americans
though, the idea is ridiculous.
'
In our American culture, we measure
success in terms of physical strength and
beauty, intelligence, degrees, money, power,

Howard W. Norton
Oklahoma City, OK

THE CHRISTIAN'S AIM
The aim of Christianity may be described
in various ways. It is to obey the will of Christ.
It is .to become Christ-like in every way. The
purpose of the Christian life is to glorify God
before men. But perhaps none of these describes the Christian's goal in life any better
than these words from the pen of the apostle:
''Therefore we make it our aim, whether
present or absent, to be well pleasing to
Him" (11Cor. 5:9 NKJV)
Aiming to please God-what
a beautiful
way to express it! And that's exactly what the
Christian tries to do in everything. He does,
that is, if he is a faithful Christian!
This ambition to please God will manifest
it~elf in two ways. First, he will SHUN anythmg and everything that is wrong! He will
flee from temptation. He will resist every
evil work. He will be careful to guard every
thought and word and deed. If the Lord has
forbidden it, that settles it!
Second, the desire to please the Lord will
cause the child of God to DO that which He
has_ commanded and use every opportunity
available to show his love and gratitude to
the Lord for all He has done for him! Service
will ~ever be "duty only"! It will always be
considered a "privilege" as well!
One way the Christian can measure his
s~irit_ual _vitality is by examining his primary
aim m hfe. What would such a test reveal
about me?
Larry Fluitt
Sweetwater, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST
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BRING MARK WITH YOU
Paul is in prison and death is near. He feels
the need of friends by his side. He feels the
need of strong helpers. So he writes to his
friend, Timothy, urging him to come to Rome:
•'Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me''
(II Timothy 4:9). Then he adds, ''Take Mark,
and bring him with thee: for he is profitable
to me for the ministry" (vs. 11).

Creation
A little boy returned home from Sunday
School very excited about the creation. A few
days later, he came home from school apparently distressed about something. When his
mother asked what was bothering him, he
said, "My side hurts. I think I'm going to
have a wife.''

Babies and Fish
When President Cleveland'• second child
was born, the doctor asked Cleveland for a
scale to determine the baby's weight. Cleveland searched through the house without
success. Flnally, he remembered that he had
an old scale In the basement which he always
used on his fishing trips. He got It and brought
It upstairs. Carefully, he placed the Infant
on the scale and was amazed to learn that the
newborn weighed 25 pounds.

Coincident?
The sermon topic was ''Gossip.'' Immediately following was the hymn, "I Love to Tell
the Story.''

Just Too Much
Did you hear about ..... the father
fainted? His son asked for the garage
and came out with the lawnmower!

We cannot help but remember that at one
time Paul felt that Mark was not profitable
for an important task. When Paul and Barnabas were preparing to start on their second
missionary journey, Barnabas wanted to take
Mark with them. But Paul objected because
Mark had proved to be unprofitable on a previous journey. •'But Paul thought not good to
take him with them, who departed from them
from Pamphylia, and went not with them to
the work'' (Acts 15:38).
But a change has taken place. Some have
suggested that Paul has changed his mind
through the years and now sees in Mark what
he had not previously seen. We prefer to think
that it was Mark who had changed. A weakling has become a tower of strength. A quitter
has become a hero. He has grown and matured. Now, Paul feels he will be profitable. This
man, Mark, was the author of the second
Gospel.
Yes, every Christian can grow. Those who
are weak in prayer and Bible study can grow
and become better. Those who give in a miserly fashion can become liberal givers. Those
who are careless and haphazard in church
attendance can become faithful and dependable. Those who misuse their tongues can,
with God's help, get their tongues under
control. Those who are unkind can develop
sympathy and understanding.
Remember John Mark. He once was weak
but became strong. He speaks a message of
encouragement to all of us.

...._
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Raymond C. Kelcy
via Pauls Valley, OK
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Religion
To Die By
A father on his death bed called his two
sons. They gathered around him, and to one
he said, "Good-night, son;" and to the other
he said, "Good-by, son." The second boy
noticed the difference and asked his father,
"Father, why did you say 'good-by' to me?"
The dear old man who loved both of them said
to the boy, "Son, John is a Christian; I will
meet him in the morning of eternity, so it is
just 'good-night' to him. But you son, are not
a Christian. I will never meet you again, unless
you change. It is 'good-by' my son, throughout all eternity."
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Easthill Bulletin
Pulaski, TN

ALL IN YOUR HEAD
Poverty is a state of mind.
"Please, Mom," we used to beg while we
were tugging on our holes-in-the-knees
Levis and slicking down our Brillian tined hair.
··Please fix biscuits and gravy for breakfast.''
To my third-grade palate Mom's big thick
made-from-scratch biscuits drowned in steaming white-flour gravy were a feast fit for a
king. It never occurred to me that we usually
enjoyed this menu close to the end of the
month when the grocery money had run thin.
Not once in my growing up years in the Texas
hill country did I dream that we ate biscuits
and gravy because we were too poor to afford
eggs and bacon.
Had I known that my father's meager income as a small-town preacher was forcing me
to eat biscuits instead of bacon, I probably
would have learned to detest bread and lust

for thick-sliced pork. I might have protested
in righteous indignation that "man (and
preacher ·s kids) shall not live by bread alone. ·'
But my parents were too smart to let that
happen. They let us grow up thinking that
non-meat breakfasts were the best kind.
They let us go off to Tivy Elementary School
feeling more fortunate than the "poor" kids
down the block who had to eat ham with their
eggs instead of enjoying hot home-made
biscuits and honey.
We ate poor-people's food and felt rich.
Instead of moaning that we were under-privileged, we proclaimed to our buddies at school
that we had it good. We didn't mean to lie. We
really thought we did.
lsn 't that the secret Paul grasped in his
later life? •'/ have learned to be satisfied with
what I have, '· he said. ·'/am content whether
I am full or hungry. ·' Some of the riches people
I know are never content with what they have.
They think they need more. We are rich or
poor if we think we are.
Gene Shelburne
via Sharpstown Bulletin
Houston, TX

2 FOR THE PRICE OF 2
LESS 1 CENT

Recently I saw a restaurant
sign reading: "Hot Dog Sale-2
for ... " I like hot dogs so I went in.
Ordering, I asked the waitress
concerning the sale, ''Two for
WHAT PRICE?" She answered,
''Two for $1.29.'' The menu showed
the regular price as 65 cents each
or $1.30 for two. I declined to participate in the tremendous sale ordering a 79 cent chili dog instead.
Do we ever build ourselves up to
others, only to disappoint?
Wyatt Kirk
Bossier City, LA
BULLETIN DIGEST
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MUST ADULTEROUS
MARRIAGES SEPARATE?
"Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge. '' (Heb. 13:4) Marriage is a
wonderful institution designed by God for the
happiness of mankind. (Gen. 2:21-25) It is so
sad to see so many divorces and broken homes
in America. The Lord's church has not been
untouched by these problems. What should
we do? We should tell the truth with love and
compassion. We must not allow our emotions
to stand in the way of speaking the truth. What
you think or what someone else thinks is not
the issue. The issue is what does the Bible say
about marriage.

Remember that Christ has a law. In Galatians 6:2 the Bible declares, •'Bear ye one
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. Jesus Christ has all power and all
authority in heaven and on earth. '' (Matt.
28:18-20) Remember also that grace will not
cover sin when people willfully continue in
it refusing all instruction and admonitions
to the contrary. The Bible says, "What shall
we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound?" (Rom. 6:1) Also, "What
then? shall we sin, because we are not under
the_ law, (law here is reference to the law of
Moses) but under grace? God forbid. '' (Rom.
6:15)
What is God's marriage law? There are only
three classes of people who have the right to
be married with the approval of God. (1) Individuals may marry who have never been
married before so Jong as they marry an
eligible person. (2) An individual may marry
who has been married before but whose former
companion has died so long as they marry
an eligible person. (3) An individual may
marry who has been married before but who
as an innocent party put away their former
mate because of fornication so Jong as they
marry an eligible person. The authority for
making the above statements comes from a

detailed study of Hebrews
19:9; and Romans 7:1-3.

13:4; Matthew

Who is guilty of adultery? A person who
divorces their mate for any reason other than
fornication and marries another commits
adultery. A person that was unfaithful to their
marriage partner and was thus divorced by
their mate for that unfaithfulness may not
marry. If this put away adulterous person
marries again they commit adultery and cause
the one that marries them to commit adultery.
Individuals that divorce for frivolous reasons
and marry again commit adultery and cause
the ones that marry them to commit adultery.
Notice Matthew 19:9b ... "and whoso ma"ieth
her which is put away doth commit adultery. ''
Should a married couple separate when they
learn they are living in an adulterous marriage? I Corinthians 6:9 makes clear that
adulterers shall not enter the kingdom of God.
In Hebrews 13:4 the Bible makes clear that
God will judge or condemn adulterers. Certainly this all makes clear that adultery is
unacceptable to God. People living in adultery
must cease their unholy relationship. Our
Lord declared, •'/ tell you, Nay but except
ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. '' Our
hearts go out in love and compassion to such
people but we must tell the truth. God has a
law and that law must be respected. In the Old
Testament we have a case where unlawful
marriages had to be dissolved. Read Ezra 10
and learn of the great separation. The idea of
separating from evil relationships is not without support in the Scriptures.
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Allen Ashlock
via Fisher St. Bulletin
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meant the "bowels"; we call it the "heart".
When the word was used of the emotions it
meant "affection" or "compassion."

'' MODERATISM''
I
I

,.
,,
I

I

Someone has said that the greatest peril
the church faces today is "moderatism". Not
"moderation" that is upheld in the scripture temperance that avoids excesses. But
"moderatism" is an animal of a different
stripe. It's the love of the "middle of the
road."
Moderatism
stands with the
multitude at Mt. Carmel while Elijah cries,
"How long halt ye between two opinions?"
and answers him, "not a word" (I Kings
18:21).
The moderatist works both sides of the
street. He may sip wine at the Lord's table
on Sunday morning and have his cocktails
on Sunday night. He's the product of this
age of world conformity,
of peaceful
coexistence with sin, and of dignifying the
profane.
Our greatest peril is not red nor the yellow
but the gray peril. Black and white become
smudged. We begin to blend harmoniously
in to whatever environment we are placed.
Lord deliver us from the miscellaneous
mixture
of modern Laodiceanisms
im~osing, popular, prosperous, having need
of nothing, luke-warm at a comfortable
seventy-two degrees. Give us a fire in our
hearts, Father, to serve you, love you, glorify
you, regardless of the people around us who
it amuses, displeases, or annoys. Lord
deliver us from "moderatism".

1
1
1

John Scott
Ft. Worth, TX

They had another word-a verb, splagchnizomai,-which
meant "moved to the very
depths of one's being." It was more than just
being impressed with someone's plight; this
word implied being unsettled with care.
The interesting thing is this: the second
word is never found in the New Testament
outside the gospels. And in the gospels it
always comes from Jesus' lips or describes
his life.
Jesus used this word to describe men who
cared so deeply that they did something to
help. There was the king so moved with compassion that he forgave an unpayable debt
(Matthew 18:27). Then there was the father
who'd given his son up for dead and was
moved to take him back (Luke 15:20). And who
can forget the Samaritan who was so moved
by the plight of the half-dead victim when
others who saw him felt nothing (Luke 10:33).
That's the way Jesus is. He cares more than
anyone else can. He cared when he saw lost
mankind wandering in spiritual darkness
(Matthew 9:36). He cared about the hungry
(Matthew 14:14) and the sick (Matthew 20:34;
Mark 9:22) and the sorrowful (Luke 7:13).
Jesus never regarded some suffering soul with
indifference. He always did something to make
the hurt go away.
"Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth and song?
As the burdens press and the cares
distress
And the way grows weary and long?

THE COMPASSIONATE CHRIST
''No one ever cared for me like Jesus.
There's no other friend so kind as he.
No one else could take the sin and darkness from me.
0 how much he cared for me.''
The Greeks had a word for the seat of human
emotions. Their word, sp/agchnon, literally

0 yes, he cares; I know he cares,
His heart is touched with my grief.
When the days are weary, the long nights
dreary
I know my Savior cares.''

0
__ _
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ARE WE CONFUSING OUR
CHILDREN?

Recently, as our family was hurriedly eating
supper before Vacation Bible School that
evening, our 9-year old son mentioned, out of
the blue, that one of his friends (also from our
congregation) would not be able to attend VBS
that night because he had a game to participate in. As we talked, we posed to our young
son this question ''Is it OK to go to a game and
not to go to church?" Without hesitation and
a look of "well, don't you already know the
answer" our son said "No!" "Why" we asked.
His simple response was "Because you're
putting the game before God and you shouldn't
put anything before God.'' At this point, we,
as parents, felt our constant teaching and
example was paying off. So I decided to
casually ask one more question. How would our
son feel, if since we had always taught him that
God should be first in our lives, if instead of
seeking His kingdom first, we allowed our son
to go to the game or any activity instead of
church. He thought for a moment; then responded "I'd be confused." My husband and
I almost burst into tears thinking of all of the
confused children in the Lord's church.
Out of the mouth of this babe came a most
sobering and honest answer. As Christ said,
unless we become as little children we cannot
enter into the kingdom of God (Matt. 18:3).
A young boy can see inconsistency, yet many
times adults can't. We so want the good things
for our children we illogically make excuses
for them, yet they are able to see right through
them. We teach our children that the sermon
on the mount is so exemplary of the Christian
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life (Matt. 5,6). Be a light, shine, be salt to
the earth, lay not up treasures on earth, seek
ye first the kingdom. Then on the other side
of our mouths we say, "Well, this is the first
or last game of the season'', or ''Yes, dancing
is wrong but children can take dancing lessons
for poise," or "Well, we must dress modestly
of course except if we have to wear a body
suit for gymnastics", etc., etc. Have we as
parents become stumbling blocks to our own
children (Matt. 18:6)? Should our children
fear us as is warned in Matthew 10:28?
As Paul so aptly states •'God forbid. ••
Parents, with all my heart I pray you will give
the church of tomorrow a firm foundation not
one on a teeter-totter ready to go up and down
with our whims. Don't make your child stand
before God Almighty in the judgment begging
for mercy and respond with "I was confused."
ir:-LLETIN
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My dad would not tolerate being late for
church! Now, don't misunderstand. He didn't
"ride" others about their tardiness. But he
simply would not permit the Byrd family to be
late. In fact if we weren't at the building thirty
minutes early, he felt like we were already
bordering on lateness. The older I get the more
I appreciate the wisdom of my dad-and the
more I realize how it corresponds to the wisdom of God.
In the Law God had said, ''Remember the
Sabbath day by keeping it holy ... On it you shall
not do any work.·· (Exodus 20:8-11). Now in
order for a day to be so totally "devoted" you
had to get ready for it. God had already identified the day before the Sabbath as that '' get
ready day.'' It came to be known as The Day
of Preparation. That day was different. It was
lived for tomorrow. Its worth was the day which
followed-the Sabbath.

love and a deep commitment to the church.
Not only will we be there. But we'll be ready
and at peace when "church time" comes.
I read this comment last week and wanted
to share it with you: '' Sunday is not a happy
day for many Christian families. Instead it is
a day of tension and frustration. A day of harsh
words and hurt feelings. This may be caused
by its being one of the few times when all of
the family gets dressed up and ready to go at
the same time. We can't find an article of
clothing; someone stays in the bathroom too
long; a classbook is misplaced, etc. The first
thing you know, we are at one another's
throats. Harsh words are spoken; a child is
disciplined, and we arrive at services in very
poor condition to worship God.''
God's solution is the Day of Preparation.
The Lord's Day is special! And it ought to
be SPECIAL to every Christian. But its
"SPECIAL-ness" is made or destroyed Saturday night!
ir:-LL&TIH

l'rt'I amazed at how well my mom and dad
understood and followed that Biblical idea.
In our home Saturdays were different. Oh, we
took a break from the regular schedule of the
week. There were other chores which had to
be done on Saturdays-cleaning
the yard,
cleaning our room, and doing an extra good
job of getting the entire house in order (we'd
surely have company on Sunday.) And there
was time on Saturday to spend with our
friends. But, Saturday afternoon the focus
began to shift to Sunday, the Lord's Day.
Preparation had to be made. Even as teenagers
we didn't stay out late Saturday night. We
were home and in bed at a decent hour. But
before bedtime-there
were baths, clothes to
lay out, shoes to polish-everything
had to
be ready. Sunday is the Lord's Day! Then,
Sunday morning when we arose, no TV, no
radio, no newspaper (not even the comics),
we had breakfast, dressed, and went to church.

Does that sound too harsh, cold or formal?
No, it wasn't done that way. It was done with

0

~~

Melvin Byrd
Bellevue, NE

LESSONS FROM TEARDROPS

Two little teardrops were floating down the river of life. One said
to the other, ''Who are you?'' It
replied, "I am a teardrop from a
girl who loved a man and lost him.
Who are you?'' The first responded,
"Well, I am a teardrop from the
girl who got him!"
Life is I ike that. We cry over
things we can't have. If we only
knew it, we would probably cry
more if we had received them. Paul
had the right idea when he said,
'' I have learned in whatsoever state
I am, therewith to be content.''
BULLIOTIN
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ON BECOMING
A MEMBER OF THE
CHURCH
The church is "the called out" of Christ.
That is what the Greek word, translated by-the
English word "church" means-"the
called
out." The Bible teaches us that people are
"called" by the gospel, II Thessalonians 2:4.
Thus, when one hears the gospel, believes it,
and renders an obedient response to the
commands contained therein, he indeed has
been "called" by it.
The gospel means "good news." The good
news is the message of God's wonderful love,
mercy, and grace offered to humankind
through the personage of His Son, Jesus
Christ, and the GREAT sacrifice that Christ
made for us on the cross. The apostle Paul
defines it quite clearly in I Corinthians 15:
1-4. This message is God's designated power
to save those who believe it and who will obey
the Christ. Read Romans 1: 16; I Corinthians
1 :18-23, and Hebrews 5:8-9.
It should be quite clear to even the casual
reader of the New Testament that the same
process by which a person is saved from sin
is the same process by which that person
becomes a member of the Lord's church.
Acts 2:22-41,47, is as clear on this as can be.
Those people in Jerusalem on the Jewish
feast day called Pentecost, who believed the
gospel that they heard, inquired what they
must do. They were told to "repent ye, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins ... ''
The record then tells us that •'they then that
received his word were baptized ... '', and
these were "added" to God's family. Thus,
verse 47 informs us that "the Lord added to
the church daily·· those that were being saved.
Baptism (which is immersion in water of
a penitent believer, unto the remission of sins)
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was the culminating act of obedience that puts
a person into Christ Jesus. Two passages of
Scripture make that exceedingly plain: Galatians 3:26-27, and Romans 6:3-5,17-18. The
Bible also teaches us that baptism is ''into one
body·· (I Corinthians 12:13). The ''one body··
is the church (Ephesians 1 :20-23; 4:4; Colossians 1: 18,24). Thus, entrance "into Christ"
is the same as entrance into "the one body",
which is the church. THE CHURCH IS THE
SPIRITUAL BODY OF CHRIST!
To be ''in Christ'· is the same as being
''a member of His church··, which is the same
as being ''a Christian. ·'
There is no such thing in the Bible about
"being saved" in one way, and then "joining
the church of your choice" in some other way.
Such thinking is unscriptural, completely!
Maxie B. Boren
via Sweetwater, TX

"We can say today, with greater
certainty
than ever,
that
cigarettes are the most important
individual
health risk in this country,
responsible
for more premature death and disability
than
any other known agent."

- Dr. C. Everett Koop
Surgeon General
of the United States
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PERMANENT
SECURITY

I

\\\,II
John Smith was the great grandfather of
the late H. Leo Boles. On November 7, 1814,
Smith and his family arrived at Hickory Flats
near Huntsville, Alabama. He had saved
$1,500 with which he hoped to buy several
thousand acres of land for a cotton plantation.
One Saturday in January, 1815, John Smith
rode on horseback by some of the fields and
forests he hoped to purchase. He said to himself, ··A few years from now a plantation will
rise for me in these woods. Many broad fields
will whiten with the wealth of the south and
troops of slaves shall gather it and lay it at
my feet, Eli and Elvirah (son and daughter)
will never know the insecurity of their
parents.''
Yet at 10 o'clock that very night while Smith
was staying at the home of a friend whose
barn he was helping to build, his own cabin
caught fire. Early the next morning he received
this message, "Your house caught fire last
night and everything is lost. Two of your
children were burned to death."
Immediately his friend brought his horse to
him, and he started for home. Again he passed
the spot where just yesterday his imagination had raised him a mansion and laid out for
him the beautiful gardens.
Later he arrived in the clearing where his
cabin had stood. Standing amidst the ashes
of the house, two of his neighbors were just
removing the bodies of his two children from
the charred ruins. Smith then noticed his
sobbing wife seated at the edge of the clearing.

In one night he had lost two children, his
house, furniture, and the $1,500. He did finally
scrape among the ashes and find a small
mass of silver which he sold in Huntsville for
$76-all that was left of his life savings.
Smith, who later became one of the great
frontier preachers of the gospel, had been
taught by the school of experience that earthly
possessions and earthly affections can slip
away overnight, and they never offer a permanent hope of security.
Christians find their reason for living not
in the things of this world, but in the things of
the next. When disaster comes their souls
must be fixed upon the Rock of Ages. And if
their hope and confidence are fixed in Christ,
then they cannot be moved by the tragedies of
this life. The world can take a great deal away
from us, but it cannot take away God's reward
for his faithful children.
Neil Wicker
Roseberg, OR
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President John F. Kennedy loved to hear
stories told by his grandfather about the elder
Kennedy's youth in Ireland. Grandfather
Fitzgerald used to walk home from school
with a group of youngsters each day. The boys
would sometimes dare each other to try and
climb the high stone walls that lined the
paths. He said that all the boys were afraid
to make the hazardous climbs, but they found
a way to motivate themselves into trying it.
They would toss their caps over the fence.
They knew that they couldn't go home without
their caps, so they were forced into making
the climb over the high walls.
Those boys didn't know it, but they had
discovered a remarkable motivational ploy.
Jt is called "Commitment." It was described
recently in an interview with a high jumper
who has just set a world record. When asked
how he did it, he answered: "I just threw my
heart over the bar and the rest of me followed."

If only married people would learn that
truth, homes would be happier. So many
miserable people sadly declare their marriages
to be at an end because "I just can't love
him/her anymore." How foolish! When you
throw your heart and mind into building love,
then love follows. To wait for love to come
before love is shown is a losers mentality.
Throw your hat over the wall, then climb the
wall!
The same is true with any spiritual growth
and achievement. ls there something you
would like to do for the Lord? ls there some
knowledge you would like to achieve; or some
talent you would like to develop? You can
never do it being afraid to try. Toss that cap
over the wall and go after it!
Yes, it is frightening! Yes, it looks hopeless
from this side, but if you keep your mind on
the cap, the wall will not keep you from your
goal. Try it! It works!
BULLlETIN
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DON'T PROTECT THEM WHEN
THEY ARE WRONG
She was in her mid-twenties and her life
was a shambles. She had come for counseling
and she was blaming everyone but herself
for her situation. Of course I would be able to
do very little to help her ... she was determined
to justify her conduct based upon the shortcomings of others.
Where did she learn this? Take a few wild
guesses. I don't have to guess. I know her
mother. If I didn't, I might determine that she
had suffered a deprived childhood, that society
was being unfair to her, that it was just her
natural emotional makeup, etc. All those
things we tell people when we want to help
them blame someone else for what they are.
Unfortunately this kind of response often
comes from those who are supposed to be
professional counselors. That is why we need
to unjerstand that the only really trustworthy
counseling must be compatible with the
counseling of the Bible.
This young lady learned to blame her circumstance on others from her mother. The
mother was often critical of people and expressed the criticism in front of the daughter
consistently. I heard it more than once. If the
daughter did not behave in the Bible class,
it was the teacher's fault. If her grades in
school were lower than the mother desired,
the daughter was always able to come up with
an accusation against someone on the faculty
or the silly rules of the school, etc.
The mother is heartbroken now. Yet, she still
defends her daughter even though she knows
that she is wrong. I tried to get the young lady
to face her faults. She didn't like it but I could
see a glimmer of hope in her attitude. Perhaps
she will learn that she cannot blame everyone
else someday. I'm praying that she will. I
wish her mother would help.
It's not genuine love that prompts us to
protect our children when we know they are

wrong. If it is Jove in any sense of the term it
is a very shallow form of love.
Jesus demonstrated his love more than anyone else who lived on this earth. He not only
loved others as he loved himself, he loved
others more than he loved himself. What did
he say about his love? "Those whom I love,
I reprove and chasten" (Rev. 3:19). This same
sentiment is expressed in the book of Hebrews,
''My Son, do not regard lightly the discipline
of the Lord, nor lose courage when you are
punished by him. For the Lord disciplines
him whom he loves, and chastises every son
whom he receives·' (Hebrews 12:5,6)
If.we really love our children we will correct
them when they are wrong. We'll do it because
we know that this is the only way they will
have success and happiness. If we do not
correct them, someday, someone will. It may
be their friends ... It could be a judge ... It may
be the Lord. How much better it would be for
them if it started with us.
BULLETIN
DIGEST
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DON'T DO IT
James Whitcomb
ful words:

Riley wrote these beauti-

"It is no use to grumble and
complain;
It's just as cheap and easy
to rejoice,
When God sorts out the weather
and sends the rainWhy, rain'smychoice."
Adjustments to what you cannot change is
much more profitable than complaining about
it. Changers and adapters-not
complainerslead our world. Grumbling about the weather
will not change it, but you can change your
clothes to fit the weather!

"And when the people complained,
displeased the Lord." (Numbers 11:1)
BULLETIN
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My fellow Christians, children of the
Heavenly Father, sleep well tonight. Our
Father is on deck and, no matter how severe
the squalls of life, the Master of wind and wave
is on board our ship. Let us trust Him ... and
sleep.

MY FATHER ISON DECK
It is not unusual for the phone of a minister
to ring at 1:30 A.M. Mine did just last night!
It was many years before I learned to answer
that phone call late at night without having a
trembling hand and voice. I have noticed
lately that there. is more calm ... no sudden
sitting up in bed ... no frightening apprehension.
Why the change? After all my mother and
my wife's mother are eighty-three years old
and live thousands of miles from us. We have
five children, four of their spouses and a
grandchild to be concerned about. Anything
could happen to a member of such a large
family. Still, the calm seems to win out most
of the time.
Perhaps a story I read recently will shed
some light. It seems a seagoing captain
commanded a passenger trip that sailed
regularly from Liverpool to New York. On a
certain trip his family was on board with him.
One night when everyone was asleep, a
squall unexpectedly swept over the waters and
tossed the ship violently, awakening the
passengers. Fear spread over the ship like a
pall of doom. The captain's little eight-year old
girl was also awakened. She cried out to her
mother, "What's the matter?" Her mother
informed her that the ship had been struck by
a sudden storm. "Is Father on deck?" she
asked. "Yes, Father is on deck," her mother
replied. When the little girl heard this she
snuggled back into the covers and fell soundly
asleep once more. Outside, the storm and the
winds were still raging, but she was no longer
afraid. Her father was on deck!
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"Then Jesus said to them, 'Why are you so
afraid? Oh, you have so little faith!' Then Jesus
got up and gave an order to the wind and the
waves of the lake. The lake became very calm.
The men were amazed. They said, 'What kind
of man is this? Even the wind and the lake obey
him'. '' (Matthew 8:26,27 SEB).
''To each there comes a time of
beautiful and lasting peace.''
-George

0\;
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Lowell A. Worthington
Dallas, TX

BACK
ISSUES
of

GospelMinutes
availablesoon
The Gospel Minutes, published weekly by
brother Dillard and Clem Thurman of Fort
Worth, Texas, has been around for many
years. The present circulation of this paper is
now over 125,000. Many people have desired
to obtain back issues of this paper which are
no longer available from 1959 thru 1982.
Therefore, brothers Dillard and Clem
Thurman have given me permission to reprint
and make available bound volumes of this
paper beginning with the year 1959.

If you are interested in obtaining any of
these back issues, please send a 1110 selfaddressed, stamped envelope to the following
address: C.S. Gut/in, Jr., P.O. Box 1397,
Sandpoint, lduho 83864. l will in turn send you
a price list and information concerning printing and delivery dates.
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ON BROTHERS AND COUSINS

Lovers
Of Pleasures

Or The
Lord?

Paul Harvey recently commented
that
Americans are spending 109 billion dollars
per year on leisure. That is a staggering figure!
What makes it more incredible is the fact that
over the past nine years the figure has increased 64 Billion dollars.
Now a billion dollars is an unreal figure
to us but an illustration from Nation's Business:-°Oct. 1970, might help us to see how much
one billion dollars is. If a company started
business back in 1 A.D. with a billion dollars
in capital, and lost $1,000 every day since it
would still be in business today ..... and would
not go broke for 800 years. That's one billion
dollars!
There is no way of knowing how much we as
members of the Lord's church spend on pleasure. It would be interesting just to know how
much is spent on campers, week-end homes,
boats, steak dinners, movies, ball games and
other pleasurable past-times each year in
comparison to what is given to the Lord for
spreading the Gospel message. Could it be
said of us, "You have lived in luxury and in
pleasure: have fattened your hearts in a day
of slaughter. '' (James 5:5)
J.oe Glenn
via La Junta, CO

This past weekend, Renee and I went to the
annual Reed family reunion in Brady. This
year, just like every other year, I spend about
two percent of the time greeting my cousins
and aunts and uncles that I haven't seen since
the last family reunion while I spend 98% of
the time with my immediate family, you, the
ones I see once or twice a week. Of course,
I was quite friendly to my cousins. We would
shake hands or hug and exchange "How-yadoins" and "fines" and move along to the
next cousin. But then, soon afterwards I was
sitting down with my brothers and sisters
just talking up a storm.
I've only one point to make from this story:
Are the people you go to church with your
brethren or your cousins? Sunday assembly is
kind of a family reunion. We meet as children
of God and partake of a communion meal together which is a proclamation that we are one,
in union with Christ. Yet even though this
reunion is one which only brethren come to,
we tend to talk to each other like cousins. We
say "How ya doin?" instead of being sincerely
interested in how they are. I know I can't speak
for all, and if you are one who is already avoiding "cousin-speak", then ignore the upcoming challenge. If however, you are like me and
are guilty of using "cousin-speak"
to your
brethren, I challenge you to avoid it and use
brotherly language (with a brother's love)
from now on. God bless us all!
Bo Reed
Austin, TX
BIBLE SCRAMBLE
How good are you on scramblers? Can you
"un"-scramble
the following
Bible
professions? Adam was a RENGEARD. Abel was
a PRESEHDH. Cain was a MERRAF. Noah
was a MADASNUHNB. Andrew was a HIRMANESF. Ezra was a BECRIS. Matthew was
a CILPBUAN. Gamaliel was a HEETARC.
Luke was a TROOCD or CAPYHISNI. Tertullus
was an ROTARO.
BULLIL"l'JN
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Hugh Fulford
Dallas, TX
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The final abiding place for those whom the
Lord rejects at the judgment is called, in the
English Bible, "hell." When people want to
describe a terrible ordeal they often use this
word. However, no ordeal, in this life, can
compare with the suffering which will be
inflicted upon those who are condemned to
eternal hell. There will be not one pleasant
thing about it. Notice some of the descriptions
which are given in scripture.
1. It is eternal. Jesus said that it is a place
•'where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched" (Mark 9:48). The suffering
goes on because the worm does not die and the
infliction of pain does not cease. If one or
both of these things could happen it would
finally be over, but there is no time in eternity
and thus no hope of relief from the suffering.

2. It is "outer darkness." "And cast ye out
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping and the
gnashing of teeth'· (Matthew 25:30). What
light could be in a place like hell? There is no
respect for truth there and there is no interest
in progress. There is nothing to be learned
in hell and there is no enlightenment. Indeed,
it is "outer darkness."
3. It is "eternal fire." "Depart from me,
ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels •• (Matthew
25:41). The fire keeps on burning. It is not in
a time frame. There is no hope of it ever going
out and no hope of ever escaping it. Suffering
can be tolerated in this life because it will
end. One can look forward to an escape from
it either by getting well or by dying, but it
is not possit!e to escape in hell!
4. It is away from the face of the Lord.
'' ... who shall suffer punishment, even eternal
SEPTEMBER 1985

destr,.r:tion from the face of the Lord and
from the glory of his might·· (II Thessalonians
1:9). What could it possibly be like to be away
from the face of the Lord? No human being has
ever been away from His face! He always
watches over all of us (Acts 17 :27 ,28) If God no
longer looks upon those in hell, what a hell it
must be. No adequate description can be
given of a place where God does not look.
It is too terrible to consider as an alternative
to being with the Lord.
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D. Randell Jernigan
Shelbyville, TN

THE SILENT SLUR

Speech may sometimes do harm;
but so may silence and a worse
harm at that. No insult ever caused
so deep a wound as a tenderness
expected and withheld; and no
spoken indiscretion was ever so
bitterly regretted as the word that
one did not speak.
Elizabeth, NC Bulletin

Read•n • Grow
PICTURE BIBLE
We advertised this 320 page book,
with 156 stories and 1,870 colorful
illustrations in our June '85 issue.
The response to this Bible book for
children has been the best we have had
to any book in a long time.

If you haven't ordered a copy you still can.
Comes in Hardcover
$14.95
(plus 10% shipping)
BULLETIN DIGEST BOOKSHELF
HC69 Box 29A
Anselmo, NE 68813
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PORNOGRAPHIC ROCK
For some time preachers have been calling
attention to the immoral influence of much of
what is classified as rock music. Apparently
many have reacted to these warnings as being
the notions of exaggerating alarmists. Now,
however, opinion leaders in the secular world
are expressing the same alarms. They are
saying that there is much in the rock songs that
is plain pornography.
The May 6 Newsweek carried a full page by
Kandy Stroud, who admits enjoying the beat
and sound of rock, but who is shocked by the
unabashed sexual lyrics in popular songs by
such performers and groups as Prince, Sheena
Easton, Madonna, Judas Priest, and others.
A column by Linda Robertson run in KnightRider Newspapers deplores the new crowd of
.. Bimbo Rock" performers, who emphasize
sexual exhibitionism more than singing talent.
For two weeks Rolfe Neill, Publisher of the
Charlotte Observer, has directed his Sunday
column at the problem of pornographic rock.
He suggested that parents and other responsible citizens raise a protest against the recordmg companies and broadcasters
that
produce these obscenities.
It is not enough for parents to dismiss the
problem by simply saying they can't understand the words. The fact is that the youth
and others who are fans of rock do understand
the words. We must also recognize that music
often has a greater impact on shaping attitudes
and conduct than does prose.
Young people, is it consistent with your
Christian values to enjoy and support this
ungodly and immoral kind of music? Parents,
do you want your youth listening to stations
which play it, buying records, and enjoying
with friends songs which speak of sexual
activities in graphic and obscene detail?
Don't you think that if secular writers are now
alarmed about these trends, Christian people
should have evicted this trash from their homes
long ago?
BULLETIN
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David Pharr
Rock Hill, SC

Pre-Campbell
Christianity
The common tendency to recognize a religious sect as having been founded by a
certain personage has customarily identified
churches of Christ as owing their rootage to
Alexander Campbell in 1813. Thus, in some
circles, we have held the dubious distinction of
being referred to as "Campbellites."
In a
recent article taken from a bulletin in Duncan,
Oklahoma, this interesting quotation appeared
as a documentary research of a Dr. Robinson,
principal of Overdale College, Birmingham,
England.
"In the Furness District of Lancashire-in
N.W. England-there
existed in 1669, during
the reign of Charles II, a group of eight
churches of Christ. Most of them are not now
in existence. An old minute-book has been
found of the year 1669 and it shows that they
called themselves by the name of church of
Christ, practiced baptism by immersion,
celebrated the Lord's Supper each Lord's
Day, and had elders and deacons. There was
also a church of Christ in Dungannon, Ireland
in 1804 and in Allington, Dengigshire. In 1735,
John Davis, a young preacher in the Fife
District of Scotland, was preaching New
Testament
Christianity
twenty-five years
before Thomas Campbell (Alexander Campbell's father) was born."
Churches of Christ have always traced their
origin to the 1st Century, approximately
33 A.D. The Restoration Movement, historically indigenous to America, does indeed owe
much credit to the fervor and leadership of
men like Alexander Campbell, Barton W.
Stone, and others, but the principle of New
Testament Christianity, Biblically and historically, roots within the soil of Old Testament
prophecy and apostolic authority.
William E. Young
via Bossier City, LA
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We have all heard the old expression,
"Mother knows best," or "Father knows
best.'' This is very, very often a true statement. Yet, there is one that is even more true:
"God knows best." This thought came to me
as I recently listened to yet another debate
on abortion on a local radio station.

who became pregnant. The girl's parents
decided to keep the child and the result was
horrible emotional problems for the whole
family. No one would deny that this is a sad
situation. Why is a thirteen-year old girl
pregnant? Does she bear no responsibility in
this? God calls this action "fornication", and
says there is no place in His kingdom for those
who practice this sin. (I Corinthians 6:9-11)
When will men learn the problem is not just
abortion, it is man's unwillingness to follow
God's plan for morality.

There are many factors to consider on the
issue of abortion. Frankly, I don't know all
the answers to every problem it raises. Yet,
I do feel the solution to the problem is to go to
the cause of the problem. If man would follow
God's plan for man's sexuality, there would
be little or no need for abortion.

The great issue in abortion is not the time
of the beginning of life, or when does personhood begin. Let us not be side tracked by side
issues such as birth control or euthanasia.
The issue is if man will listen to God's will
concerning man's morality. He knows best.
We would do well to learn this.

(lodKnowsEest

As I listened to the discussion, one caller
raised the question of a thirteen-year old girl
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DO YOU LOVE THE LOST?
MOSES DID. While Moses was on the
mount getting the law, the Israelites were in
the valley breaking it. Moses was sorely disappointed in their idolatry and immorality,
but Moses went to God to ask for their forgiveness. He said, "Yet, now, if thou wilt forgive
their sin ... ; and if not, blot me, I pray thee,
out of thy book which thou hast written. ''
(Ex. 32:32) The Israelites were sinners, but
Moses loved them so much that he asked God
to forgive them or blot his own name out of
the book. He loved the lost sinners more than
he loved himself. This passage teaches that
one can be blotted out of God's book. It also
teaches that God judges each of us individually. •'And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot
out of my book. '' (Ex. 32 :33)
PAUL DID. "/ say the truth in Christ, I
lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness
in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness
and continual so"ow in my heart. For I could
wish myself accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. ''
(Rom. 9:1-3) Can I possibly be reading those
words? Paul knew how awful it was to be
accursed from Christ. He knew it meant an
eternity of Hell. Yet he says that he would be
accursed if it would only mean salvation of

his Jewish people. He must have known that
some would wonder about his sincerity in
making such a strong statement, so he underlines the truth of it by saying, ''/ lie not. ''
Do we really grieve over lost souls? Do we have
''great heaviness and continual so"ow?''
JESUS DID. No one ever gave up more to
save the lost than he did. He left a home with
God where angels obeyed his every command
and came into a world of sin and disobedience.
Why? •'For the Son of man is come to seek
and save that which was lost. " (Lk. 19:10)
He was despised, rejected, spat upon, reviled,
blasphemed and finally killed because he
loved lost souls like me. When they asked
why he ate with publicans and sinners, his
answer was, ''They that be whole need not
the physician, but they that are sick. ''
WE MUST. If we are to follow Jesus, we
must love the lost. ''Can two walk together
except they be agreed?" (Amos 3:3) We must
follow his steps. Are you concerned about
the lost? Do you really grieve over them?
No matter how hard it is to do, go tell them the
gospel story-TODAY.
Lamar Plunket
Sheffield, AL

